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WHAT tS CLAIMED IS 
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A method for outputing recommended prefeirences 
base's on predetermined preferences, the method executing on a 
computer system, the computer system including a pro/essor, 
database, an input device and an output device, whetein the 
database includes a plurality of datafiles each containing a 
plurality of preferences, the method comprising t^he following 
steps : 

accepting signals from the input dev/ce to indicate 

a plurality of user preferences; 

using the processor to search the iSatabase and to 

determine the number of user preferences tl}/at match 

preferences in a given datafile; 

using the processor to identify^ datafiles with a 

number of matching preferences above a /irst threshold numbers- 
selecting preferences from tihe identified datafiles, 

wherein the selected preferences do r>6t match the user 

preferences; and 

output ing, by means of t)^e output device, the 

selected preferences . 

2. The method of c^im 1, wherein the preference 
is an artist's name. 



3. The method claim 1, wherein the preference 
is the title of a movie. 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the computer 
system further includes a data communications network, wherein 
the processor, databa/fee, first user input device, second user 
input device and outfput device are coupled to the network, 
wherein the first And second user input devices are remotely 
located from eac^i other, 

5- /The method of claim 1, wherein the "selecting 
preferences"y4tep further comprises the substeps of 
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(a) for each unmatching preference in the id^s^ntif ied 
datafiles, determining the number of other preference^ in the 
identified dataf iles that natch it and assigning thi 
determined number to the preference; and 

(b) using the processor to select one o^^ more 
unmatching preferences with the highest assigned/numbers, 
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6, The method of claim 1, wherein yfehe number of 
preferences in a datafile is limited to 10, ^d wherein the 
first threshold number is 5. 
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7. The method of claim 5, wherein the number of 
preferences in a datafile is limited to 10, and wherein only 
those unmatching preferences that also /Appear in 50% or more 
of the identified dataf iles are selectzf^d in substep (b) . 
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8. An apparatus for id^tifying preferences, the 
apparatus comprising 
a processor; 

a database coupled to the /processor; 
means, coupled to the prG*<:essor, for accepting signals to 
indicate first and second pr^^f erences ; 

means, coupled to the yprocessor, for creating an 
association between the fixst and second preferences and for 
storing the first and sej/ond preferences . in the database as a 
first datafile; 

means, coupled to^ the processor, for accepting signals to 
indicate a user preference, wherein the user preference is the 
same as the first pireference; 

means, couplecl to the processor, for determining that the 
user preference matches the first preference; 

means, coupled to the processor, for retrieving the 
correlated secc/nd preference from the database; and 

an output device, coupled to the processor, for outputing 
the second preference . 



based on 



A method for 
user's preferred 



recommending music selections 
music selections, the method 
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including a computer system, 1:he computer sysrem including a 
database, input device and ou1:put device, the method 
comprising the following steps: 



storing a plurality 
in the database; 

accepting signals f 
indicate a plurality, m, of c 
selections ; 

using the processor 



of associated music selections 

rom the user input device to 
user's preferred music 

to determine that a number, n. 



using the processor 
unmatched associated music se 

outputing, by means 
unmatched associated music se 

10. An apparatus f 



of the preferred music selections match with the associated 
music selections in the database; 



to determine the number of 
Lections in the database; and 

of the output device, the 
Lections. 

Dr recommending music selections 




based on a user's preferred mjsic selections, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a computer system including a database; 
means for storing a plurality of associated music 
selections in the database; 

means for accepting signals from the user input 
evice to indicate a plurality, m, of a user's preferred music 
selections ; 

iig that a number, n, of the 
i:ch with the associated music 



means for determini 
preferred music selections ma 
selections in the database; 

means for determin 
associated music selections 

means for outputing 
selections • 



11. A method for 
recommended objects based on 
system including a processor 
output device, the method 



conp 



]ig the number of unmatched 
;-i the database; and 
the unmatched associated music 



outputing an ordered list of 
an input object, the computer 
database, input device and an 
rising the following steps: 
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using the processor ho store pairs of ranked objects 
in the database; 

using the processor/ to assign a ranking number to 
each of the pairs of ranked objects and storing the ranking 
nuinber as associated with the! pair; 

accepting signals from the input device to indicate 

an object; 



using the process 
selected object in the pair 

for each pair in 
determining the object in thi 
selected object; 

using the process 
into a list according to th 
the non-matching object bel 

outputing the lis 

objects. 

12. The method o 
an artist's name. 



r to find occurrences of the 
of ranked objects; 
vhich the selected object occurs, 
e pair that does not match the 

r to order non-matching objects 

ranking number for the pair that 
ngs to; and 
as an ordered list of recommended 



claim 11, wherein each object is 



13. The method of claim 11, wherein each object - is 
the title of a movie. 



14. An apparatus 
recommended objects based c 
^comprising: 

a computer systen 
processor, and a database, 
the database; 

pairing means, cc 
pairs of ranked objects in 
ranking means foi 



number as associated with a 
input means, coup 



for outputing an ordered list of 
n an input object, the apparatus 

, the computer system including a 
wherein the processor is coupled to 



upled to the processor, for storing 
the database ; 
assigning a ranking number to each 



of the pairs of ranked objects and storing a given ranking 



signals from a human user tD indicate a selected object; 



\/ 



given stored pair; 
led to the processor, for accepting 
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finding means for f inding^<K:currences of the 
selected object in the pairs of ip^nked objects; 

determining means fpx determining, for each pair, 
the object in the pair th^^tt does not match the selected 
obj ect ; 

orderinq^.'rfe'ans for ordering non-matching objects 
into a list acc^axding to the ranking number for the pair that 
the non-matQhing object belongs to; and 

'^output means, coupled to the processor, for 
outpu;^ng the list as an ordered list of recommended objects. 
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